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SUMMARY. CGIL LEADERS VISITED MOSCOW SEPTEMBER 24-25 TO ATTEND 
A PREPARATORY MEETING FOR WFTU'S 1978 CONGRESS. ON THEIR RETURN 
THEY DENOUNCED WFTU'S RIGID ROLE AND ATTITUDES AND THE CHOICE 
OF PRAGUE AS CONGRESS SITE, AND INDICATED THEY MAY LOOSEN CGIL 
TIES TO WFTU UNLESS WFTU CHANGES. END SUMMARY. 
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1. A TOP-LEVEL DELEGATION EROM ITALY'S COMMUNIST-DOMINATED 
LABOR CONFEDERATION CGIL VISITED MOSCOW SEPTEMBER 24 AND 25 
TO ATTEND A MEETING OE EUROPEAN UNIONS AEEILIATED TO THE 
COMMUNIST-DOMINATED WORLD EEDERATION OE TRADE UNIONS (WETU). 

ON THEIR RETURN, CGIL SECRETARY GENERAL LUCIANO LAMA (COMMUNIST), 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL AGOSTINO MARIANETTI (SOCIALIST) AND 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY ALDO BONACCINI (COMMUNIST) ISSUED 

A COMMUNIQUE CRITICIZING WETU AND PREPARATIONS EOR ITS NEXT 
CONGRESS. ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNIQUE, THE CGIL DELEGATION IN 
MOSCOW "CONEIRMED AND AMPLIFIED ITS CRITICAL EVALUATION OF THE 
PREPARATORY DOCUMENTS EOR THE WFTU CONGRESS, (WHICH THE CGIL) 
DEEINED UNACCEPTABLE AND CONTRADICTORY IN RESPECT TO A LINE OE 
UNITY AND OPENNESS (PRESUMABLY IN REGARD TO NON-COMMUNIST 
WESTERN UNIONS) WHICH BY NOW AEFIRMS ITSELF AS ABSOLUTELY 
NECESSARY AND WHICH RESPONDS TO THE NECESSITY OE ASSURING 
AN ADEQUATE POLITICAL RESPONSE TO EXPERIENCE OF UNITY REALIZED 
BY THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN VARIOUS PARTS OP THE WORLD." 

THE COMMUNIQUE, PUBLICIZED IN COMMUNIST DAILY L'UNITA' AND OTHER 
PAPERS, ALSO SPOKE OP THE "NEED TO TRANSPORM RADICALLY WPTU'S 
NATURE AND ROLE" AND TERMED "INOPPORTUNE" THE CHOICE OF 
PRAGUE AS A SITE, STILL RETAINED DESPITE THE CGIL'S OBJECTIONS 
AND COUNTERPROPOSAL OF A THIRD WORLD SITE." 

2. WHILE THEY WERE AWAY, CGIL SECRETARY MARIO DIDO' (SOCIALIST) 
ECHOED BY CISL SPOKESMEN CALLED ON THE CGIL TO RENOUNCE ITS 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP IN WFTU AND BECOME MERE OBSERVER IN ORDER 
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TO TREE THE ENTIRE ITALIAN LABOR MOVEMENT TO PLAY A MORE 
ACTIVE INTERNATIONAL ROLE. 

3. IN A SEPT. 29 INTERVIEW IN MILAN'S CORRIERE DELLA SERA, 

NOY (YET) PICKED UP BY L'UNITA', BONACCINI SAID THAT "IP 

WETU DOES NOT RADICALLY CHANGE ROLE AND STRUCTURE THROUGH 
A SUBSTANTIAL MODIPICATION OP ITS STATUTES, THE ITALIAN 
UNION (IE. CGIL) WILL PURTHER LOOSEN ITS TIES WITH WFTU TO 
THE EXTREME LIMITS." THE ARTICLE SUGGESTED CGIL MIGHT ANNOUNCE 
A SHIPT TO OBSERVER STATUS AT WPTU'S OCTOBER 26 EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETING AT BUCHAREST. "BY NOW, THE WETU COMRADES 
MUST REALIZE THAT IT IS NO LONGER POSSIBLE TO SLICE (SIC) 

MANICHEAN JUDGEMENTS AND DIVIDE UNIONS INTO GOOD AND BAD 
(CATEGORIES). THEY MUST ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT THE ORGANI- 
ZATIONS'S MONOLITHISM AND THE COLD WAR CLIMATE STILL REIGNING 
AT MOSCOW ARE UNACCEPTABLE EOR US. OUR CONCEPTION OP THE 
LABOR UNION, VERY DIFPERENT PROM THEIRS, STRESSES ELEMENTS 
OP LIBERTY, UNITY, PLURALISM AND PARTICIPATION. PINALLY, 

THOSE OP WETU MUST UNDERSTAND THAT WE CONSIDER THE CHOICE 
OP PRAGUE PROVOCATORY. " ASKED IP THE CGIL ATTITUDE PARALLELS 
"EUROCOMMUNISM", BONACCINI SAID "CERTAINLY, EVEN IF OUR ADHESION 
TO "WESTERN" TYPE TRADE UNIONISM PRECEDED THE EUROPEAN CHOICE 
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OF THE COMMUNIST PARTIES," ADDING THAT ITS "VALIDITY WAS 
CONFIRMED" BY "ADHESION TO OUR THESES" BY THE CGT, "WHICH, 

UNTIL RECENTLY WALKED OTHER STREETS." 
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4. COMMENT. BONACCINI, THE CGIL'S ATTRACTIVE AND REASONABLE 
SPOKESMAN TOWARD THE WEST, OFTEN GETS (AND IS ALLOWED TO GET) 
CONSIDERABLY OUT IN FRONT OF THE CGIL'S GENERAL POLICY 
AND TONE. THESE STATEMENTS ARE CLEARLY DESIGNED TO ENHANCE 
THE CGIL'S ACCEPTABILITY WITH THE WEST EUROPEAN UNIONS AND 
THE AFL-CIO. INDEED, A TACTICAL DECISION MAY WELL HAVE BEEN 
MADE TO SHIFT FROM "ASSOCIATE MEMBER" TO "OBSERVER " IN OCTOBER, 
CONTINUING A LONG TERM TREND OF DETERIORATING AND DIMINISHING 
RELATIONS BETWEEN CGIL AND WFTU. HOW MUCH OF AN ACTUAL BREAK 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WITH MOSCOW THIS MAY REPRESENT IS OPEN TO MORE DOUBT.HOLMES 
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